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THE na vature 1 8 of bs ;nftieution which; is 5 


the occaſion of our meeting at this time, have 


been ſo fully explained, and the propriety and uſęful - I 
neſs of it ſo amply defended againſt the objeRions | 


that have been, or can be made to it, in what was 
publiſhed at its commencement; as alſo by what was 
delivered at our laſt annual meeting, and : by. deſire 
ſince printed, that I think it altogether.needleſs for 
me to enlarge upon this ſubje&. , They, wha have till 


their objections to this inſticution, will, I hope, have 


them removed by the increaſing ſmiles of divine pro- 
vidence attending j it, and by the abilities, exemplary 


deportment, and uſefulneſs of thoſe, who have been, = 
or yet may be, encouraged by it in their | views a | 


the work of the miniſtry. _ 
To aſſiſt the i improvement, direct the condufa, aud 


as far as poſſible, promote the uſefulneſs of thoſe, who : 
2 Az „ have 


Let no man deſpiſe thy youth, but be thou an example of the 
believers, in word, in converſation, in n in uril, 


m Ka in 1 


* 


1 : 8 1 . 


have voluntarily devoted themſelves to God, and 


his people, in the work of the miniſtry, it is well 
knovn is the deſign of this inſtitution... And. towards 
5 this valuable and important end, I would therefore 
cheerfully throw in my mite at this time, by lay. 
ing before N few things from the words Ark 
read. X 3 E NI 2 
Ilt ſeems at the time ks Paul wrote this epiſtle, be 
was in expeQation of having an interview with Timo. 
_ thy; but in order that he might be at no loſs how he 
| Mould behave himfeff in the houſe of God for the 
Preſent, he Writes to him this epiſtle, lays before Him 
the greatneſs of the charge he had received, and re- 
preſents the difficulties attending the faithful execution 
of it ; and then proceeds to inform him, that it ſhould 
be his care to put the brethren in remembrance of 
What he had taught him, patiently enduring all the af- 
fliftions he might be expoſed tos behaving himſelf 
With the utmöſt decorum, uhd carefully improving the 
gifts Which' G6d bad honored him with, for the good 
of the church, and the ſalvation of immortal ſouls 
Under this article of advice are the words which I pro- 
poſe to confider, Let no man deſpiſe thy youth—As if the 
apoſtle had ſaid, (fuppoſing | him to refer to what hat 
juſt dropt from his pen, Theſe things command and teach !) 
Though you are but a young man, yet ſuffer no man to 


deſpiſe you; but uſe your authority and magnify your 


office. Or rather his deſign may be to warn Timothy, 
exhorting him to keep at the remoteſt diſtance from 


every thing in his ſenuments, temper and condudt, 
that 


| Cal. 


* might be a temptation to wh man conkink 1 lights x 
y of him, becauſe he was young. And in order te 


155 he exhorts him to be an example to the believers; 


which, as, if the apoſtte had ſaid, , is the way to 
preſerve, thee. from contempt, ; to ſupport thy re» 
putation, and promote thy uſefulneſs. In treating 
upon * ſubject yeſars us, 1 ſhall ed to 


ſhew, i} f 1 7 | | 


I: That Ws are many things which have m their 
nature a tendency to expoſe young miniſters to con- 
tempt, and which, therefore, ſhould be. carafulir 
wan Wem. % de Gries erat 


II. That the ahi frecidad and to . ap as 5 
apoſtle, are calculated to preſerve. e nnn 
and promote their n 

IN. 1 | mel . Wine argümetits, in order tÞ 
inforce upon young miniſters, and thoſe who have 
views to'the work of the miniftry, a due regard to 
the apoſtle's advice. 'Which may ſerve as an e 
tion of: the whole. . 5 = 


11 ſhall lee to ſhew, ba there are nge 
mings which have in their nature a tendency to expoſe 
young miniſters to contempt, and which ſhould therg- | 
fore be carefully avoided by them. 

Let no man deſpiſe thy youth. Perhaps it may not 


be an to DTIC that there are ſome things which, 
25 ö here 


wherever they are found, whether with profeſſors in 
general; or with miniſters, young or old, will not fail 
to expoſe them to contempt. ' Among which we may 
reckon an habitual and manifeſt backwardneſs to wait 
upon God in his worſhip and ordinances—careleſsneſs 
and irreverence when they attend—finfut diverſions 
and amuſements—a fantaſtical copformity to the faſhi. 
ons of the world in their apparel—idleneſs and inatten- 
| tion to the work and duty of the tation wherein the 
| providence of God has placed them—intemperance, 
deceit, covetouſneſs.—Theſe things, wherever they are 
found in a prevailing degree, whether in private chril- 
tians or miniſters, young or old, will not fail to expoſe 
them to cenſure, and perſons will be under a temp- 
tation to deſpiſe ſuch, let their pretenſions to eee 
be what they may os | 

But, beſides theſe, there are ſeveral other things 
which a young miniſter; and thoſe who have views to 
the miniſtry; ſhould carefully avoid; in order to pre- 
ſerve themſelves from being deſpiſed. | And * 

1ſt. If a young miniſter; or thoſe who have their 
views to the miniſtry, would not be deſpiſed, let them 
guard againſt levity in. their diſpoſition and converſa- 
tion. There is a wide difference between levity and 
chearſulneſs. The one has a tendency. to render a per- 
ſon agreeable in himſelf, his company deſirable and 
his conv :er{ation inſtruftive and uſeful—while the other 
will not fail to expoſe him to contempt, be burtful to 
his own ſoul, dangerous and moreover very often in- 
jurious to others.—* Let others, ſays the excellent Dr, 


atis (in his humble attempt) * the honor of be⸗ 
| * ing 


1 
: * 
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ms ing good jeſters, ofhaving'it-in their power to:fpread 
„a laugh round the company when they pleaſe; bit 
et it be your ambition to att, on the ſtage of life as 


. © men who are devoted to the ſervice of the God of 
"7 heaven, to the real benefit of mankind on earth, and 
8 1 
0 their eternal intereſts. — The young miniſter, and 
hi thoſe who have views to the. ſacred work, ſhould call 


to mind, that the ſtation, they do or may fill up: in the 
2 church, of God, requires them to keep at the remoteſt 
diſtance from levity and froth in; their temper and 


ce, . F - D 3 - * 
e converſation, if ever they expett to ſupport the dignity 
„Jof their character and, | preſexvs themlelyes,£ from * 
ri 

fe deſpiſed. And ER ned xd wat 3 511 


2dly. If Ap og or thoſe. who hape views c 
p. to the work of the miniſtry; would not be deſpiſed, let 
them avoid. pride and affetlationn um wut 
5 It is not ſo much pride in dreſs, or a hain Riff- 
'' neſs in their behaviour I intend ; though, theſe, where 
they prevail, will ever render men ridicglogs, 2nd pro- 
avoided with A dee e 8 4 e e cen in 
view, is pride and affectation on account of gifts and 
talents, which they ſuppoſe themſelves poſſeſt of, whe- 
a · ¶ mer natural or acquired. —If ( God bas bleſſed them 
nd with a quickneſs of apprehenſion | to take in, with 
er ſtrength of memory to retain, with freedom and volu- 5 
nd bility of ſpeech to communicate with propriety to 
ber others what may inſtruct and entertain them; and if 
* to theſe are added an acquaintance with languages, 
in- arts and ſciences, yet may it in general be ſuppoſed, 


Dr. that their attainments in this. reſped are not arrived 
be- 5 | Ts to 


N 
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to maturity, or any great degree of perfection. Ani, 


therefore, if they would not be deſpiſed; tet them care. 
fully lay aſide and avoid all affeRation; parade, con. 


ceit, ſelf-ſufficiency, and importance, on account of 
theſe things: for wherever ſuch a diſpofition' diſcover; 


itſelf, it will not fail to create difgult : it has, perhaps, 


as much as any thing had a tendency to beget, ani 
confirm the prejudices of ſome ſerious aid good men 
. againſt what is called a liberal education, With a view 
to the work of the miniſtry; when they” have ſeen 


known, that thoſe who have ſhared the largeſt mea. 


"ples of modeſtv, humility and ſelf. diffidence. If there 
fore young miniſters, or thoſe Who have views tolche 
ſacred work, would not be deſpiſed, let them carefully 
guard againſt pride and affeRtation, on account of their 
| ne and langt Auen or "qui 
And, | ; ILSS 200055 0433 1 


thoſe, who, it is well known, have not excelled: in their 
learned attainments, behave with conceit and affect. 


tion, as if they had been poſſeſſed of all the a mple 
ſtores of learning and ſcience. —Befides, * it is Well 


ſures of ſanRified learning, have ſhone forth as exam- 


_ 3dly. If young miniſters, and thoſe who hive 5 


to the work of the miniſtry,” would not be deſpiſed, l let 


« » 
FR. 


man may be under a temptation to 55 or think, that 


they would neither have undertook nor purſued thi 


work of the miniſtry, if it had not been for the pro- 


ſpect and expeRation of the worldly advantages ariſing 


from it. —W hoever enters upon the work of the mi 
0 niſtry with theſe views, whether preceded by a | courſe 


— Do *. 


# 


GH. ' © £8 wb & 


11 


1 0 . 


of education, or withoint it (for I ſee no edhGel Why the 
latter may not as well as the former) babing no love to 
God, no proper concern for the ſbuls of wen, regard- 
leſs of what becomes of the flock, if they can but live 
in caſe and affluence, need not wonder if they are 
deſpiſed. The way to avoid this is th ſhew, as much 
as poſſible, that they are influenced by a ſupreme love 
10 God; that they thus devoted themſelves to the ſer- 
vice of their Redeemer and his people in conſequence 
of divine impreſſions upon their own bearts, and the 
manifeſt leadings of divine providence, pointing out 
this to be the path of duty. And as to worldly mat- 
ters, that they are perfectly ealy, and ſatisfied with 
the appointment of Jeſus on this head, who. 'hath 
* ORDAINED' that they who preach the golp el, ſhould 
« live of the'goſpet.” According to which, the origi- 


nal commiſſion” which ſtill remains in force.1 runs thus, 


Luke x.*3—10.' Go preach, fa) ying the" kingdom of 


heaven is at hand; provide neither gold, nor  filver, 


„nor braſs in your purſes ; for the workwnan is wor- 
0 thy of his meat and the labourer of his bire.* T hofe 
to whom Chrift ſends his fervants, are by b expreſs 
order to maintain them. But, in a dependance on 
this pron his ſervatits ſhould be careful that 1 no 


1 


T4, ft „ 


power | to lay. Wr they would” hot wie e, in 
this work; had'it not been for the worldly * 


gains ar 
it * 8 7 13 1 72 


advantages which they hoped't to reap from i it. 
Many more things might have been taken notice. of, 


'2 535 


fuch a8, forming haſty . and imprudent  conneftions, © 


Irregular conduct i in the ann idlenefs, "and other 
* — 


I 


r of alike nature, which have often expoſed young 
ſtudents and miniſters to contempt. _ 

But I forbear, and go on to the ſecond thing pro- 
poſed, which i is to ſhew, 


., That the things . and exhorted to by the 
apoſtle, are calculated to ſecure their reputation and 
promote their uſefulneſs. Be thou an example to the 
believers in word, in converſation, in charity, in ſpi- 
rit, in faith, in purity. I ſhall conſider them in the 
5 order i in which they lie in the text. Ad 
1ſt. If they would not be deſpiſed, let them be a an 
example to the believers i in word. This may perhaps 
refer to the word of doftrine; as we read in Titus ii. 
7 8. In doctrine ſhewing uncorruptneſs, gravity, fin- 
gerity, ſound ſpeech, that cannot be condemned, that 
he which is of the contrary. part may be aſhamed, hay- 
ing no evil thing t to ſay of you. Such ſhould be care- 
ful to ew, that though they are young in years, yet 
are they not children i in underſtanding, not fickle and 
inconſtant i in their opinions and ſentiments, not driven 
about and toffed to and fro with every wind of doc- 
trine, nor carried about with divers and ſtrange doc- 
trines: but that their hearts are eſtabliſhed with grace, 
and that they have ſufficient reaſon to continue in the 
chings which they haye learned, giving full proof, chat 
from the early part of life, they have kpown the holy 


ſcriptures which are able to make us wiſe unto ſalva- 


tion, 2 Tim. iii. 16. Such ſtedfaſtneſs. is requiſite in 


order to their 8 55 an example to. the Are and 


„ 
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Be an enpie to the Palle td in WN te that 
would be ſo, muſt be careful as to his common ſpeech 
and converſation, that i it be always with grace ſeaſoned 
with ſalt, that he may be able to ſpeak. to every man to 
his profit and edification.—No corrupt communication 
ſhould proceed out of his mouth at any time: but that 


which is good to the uſe of edifying, that it may ad- 
miniſter grace to the hearers. He ſhould take 'care that 
his common diſcourſe be- wiſe. and inftruftive ; and 
when it is moſt free and chearful, that it be not frothy | 
and vain, idle and impertinent. | 
Such care in common peck and e is 
agreeable to the advice of the apoſtle, will be a means 
of ſupporting the dignity of the miniſterial charakter, 
and n the great ends . 
adly. Be thou an a to the betievery] in con- 
verſatiow. | 
If ever "76g rainiſters, or thoſe who have views 
to the ſacred work, expect to preſerve. their reputa- 
tion, and keep themſelves from being deſpiſed, they 
muſt with care attend to this part of the apoſtle” s ad- 
vice. Their converſation or deporiment and behavi- 
our in the world ſhould be grave and ſerious, becom- 
ing the goſpel of Chriſt, and-worthy of the vocation. 
wherewith they are called, both as Chriſtians and Mi- 
niſters. He that is defirous of avoiding contempt will 
conſider, with attention and care, what will ſuit and 
comport beſt with his miniſterial character, what. is 
moſt likely to recommend and adorn, dignify and 
eſtabliſh the honor - of it, and he will! moreover be. 
careful to purſue thoſe thin gs that are true, that are ho- 
Bs neſt, 


i HE 


TS — 2 K 22 — — 


ſo eſſential to the! character, not only « of t 


veſt, that are © ut POR are, pure, A are. lovely and 


of good, report; ſhunning with care and watchfulneſs 


every appearance of evil. 1 And he that is thus an ex- 


ample to the believers, will never be. Gaſpifed: by w_ 


man whole regard is worthy his notice. 


Axe Be mY an example to 9s: believers wh che 


rity... 17 75 Fr 
Bhs © 4 ever. ns Cory hd, thoſe. hs have view 


| 10 the miviſtry, expect to preſerve the dignity of theit 
office; and their influence, they mult carefully ſtudy to 
be examples to the believers in true and fervent love to 


God and men. Love is che fulfilling. of the law, and the 
beſt ſpring of miniſterial ſervice... In this employment 
in particular,.. our. Lord .called for Peter's love, Fohn 
xxi. 16. Simon fon of Jonas, loveft thou ma? And; 4s F 
teſt of ait. Hid to him, feed my lambs. And this is 


| ſpoken of, as the more excellent way, more ſo by far 
chan the moſt extraordinary gifts, 1 Cor. xii. 31. Covet 


1 the beſt 3 1 r.! 1 unto youg 


& 2 BD of 


LOS h 


you amore Ser wah, 4 JI Bo is cherit 99 Thi i 
e Chriſtian, 


FI 1 


but alſo 6f the Miniſter, that all other attainments 
| gilts and abilities, are nothing without it, 1 Cor. 1 35 
And this charity ſhould be extended to, and exerciſed | 
towards men, without limitation, without reſpect to 
; 1 

names or parties. We ought to honor all men, to love 
the brotherhood, the children of God, though they, 


may 


L 48 1 
may not be of o our e in every ching. That i "of 
moſt admirable gradation, which the apoſtle Peter has 8 
left on record for our direction. 2 Peter i. 7 Add to 
brotherly kindneſs, charity. Brotherly kindneſs is A 
virtue we ſhould exerciſe towards thoſe who ſtand'1 in 


the neareſt relation to us, with whom; we have imme; 
diate communion, with, whom we have the moſt en- 


| tire agreement in ſentiment and practice; nor are we 


to ſtop here, but muſt to this add charity to 


perſons of every denomination, of, every. ſtation. F > 


condition, love to all men, yea to our | enemies. 
And as we bave opportunity we are called upon:to-do 
good unto. all, Gal. vi. 10. But it may be proper to 
obſerve, that we ſhould- diſtinguiſh between men and 
their miſtakes; we are to love the men whilſt, witk 
the utmoſt care we guard againſt their errors; we 


ſhould hate every falſe way, though it may be choſen 


by the deareſt friend we have upon earth. God has 
made it our duty to try the ſpirits. 1 uhn iv. 1. And 
if they are not of God, we are not to pay any regard 
e them. And we ought ever 10 remember; that, 
agreeable to the exhortation, jude iii. we are to con- 
tend earneſtly for the faith onde delivered to the 
ſaints, With great care ſhould;we alſo diſtinguiſn be- 
tween men and their crimes; and when called upon 

5 a faithful * chnth of our 77 to 1 FEPRONP and "er 7 
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It is 8 9 of love t to theix fouls, 4 and with. ; a. view 
to their good. 
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1 | t . 


. Be thou an mie to ih believers in wr 
_ that is, in temper and diſpoſition. 2 8 80 
And this is highly neceſſary, in order to preſerve * 
the young miniſter, and thoſe who have views to the f. 
miniſtry, from contempt, to maintain the dignity, and , 
ſupport the reputation of the miniſterial character. In pe 
ſpirit being open and generous, free and familiar, af. in 
fectionate and humble, peaceable and holy, meek and N u 
patient, forbearing and forgiving, lively and active, fa 
tteady and uniform, in the ſervice of God, for his ho- ga 
nor, and for the converſion and edification.of preci- i fa 
ous immortal ſouls. Such a ſpirit as this is an excellent I tc; 
ſpirit ; and he who lives in the exerciſe of ſuch a tem- ¶ ui 
per is a lovely example to the believers : nor is there I di 
a man of good ſenſe or real Rn, but will yo wy of 
and honor him. 5 e Al 

5 · Be thou an example to the e in | faith. thi 

He that would preſerve his honor as a miniſter; 40 * 
keep himſelf from being deſpiſed, muſt act as one I feſ 
who with the heart believes, and loves that form of 5 
doctrine that has been delivered unto him 1 in - the holy thi 
ſcriptures, as one ' whoſe care is to cleave to it, and Ihe 
hold it faſt, agreeable to the advice which Paul gave upc 
to Timothy. 2 Tim. i. 13. Hold faſt the form of ſound 
words, which thou haſt heard of me, in Ok and love, 
which i is in, Chriſt Jeſus. £7 8, 

And he ſhould alſo be an example in | the exerciſe of 
the grace of faith, be concerned that his faith, as a 
grace may grow, that it be ſtrong and ſtedſaſt, lively, 
aktive, and vigorous, in all his conflifts with his ſpi- | 


ritual enemies ; that he _ 1 in Chriſt; ; that 
| his 


In order to attain this important end, they muſt make 


JG 


his faith may operate to the purifying of his heart and 
obtaining a victory over the world, deſpiſing both the 
ſmiles and the frowns of it, when they appear as temp- 
tations to either to allure his affections, or excite his 
fears, to drive him away from God, his truths or ſer- 
vice. And to theſe he ſhould be concerned to add his 
example in all the duties of faith towards God, hold- 
ing fait the profeſſion of it without wavering ſtedfaſt 
unto the end, Heb. x. 23; and in all the, duties of 

taithfulneſs towards men ſo as to fulfil all his obli- 
gations and engagements to them; eſpecially in a 
faithful diſcharge of the various duties of his miniſ- 
terial office towards all with whom he is conneQted, 
without partiality, without hypocriſy. For it is in- 


diſpenſibly required of theſe ſtewards in the myſteries - 


of God, 1 Cor. iv. 2, that they be found faithful. 
And. 2 Cor. iv. 2, that they renounce the hidden 
things of diſhoneſty, not walking in craftineſs, not 
handling the word of God deceitfully ; but by mani- 
feſtation of the truth, commending themſelves'to every 
man's conſcience in the fight of God. And he that is 
thus an example to the believers, need not. fear that 
he will ever fink into contempt, whilſt there are thoſe | 
upon earth who are friends to truth and holineſs. 
6. Be thou an example to the believers in purity. _ 
If young miniſters, and thoſe who have views to the | 
work of the miniſtry, wiſh and deſire to ſecure and _ 
eſtabliſh their honor, influence and uſefulneſs; if 
they wiſh to be preſerved from contempt and diſgrace, 
they muſt be examples to the believers in purity. And- 


it 


pel. A miniſter that has no regard to purity and ho. 


- "it ** con tant concern to 5 dean e themſelves from all 7 

filthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit, to abſtain, and ſtand at the 9 
remoteſt diſtance, from all moral impurity, from all y 
the luſts of the fleſh, and the ſecret, and to men un- g 
-known, corruptions of the heart; they muſt be con- o 
cerned to live, as well as preach the purity of the gol 


lineſs, and who is not himſelf an example to the be- 

lievers herein, is the reproach of his profeſſion, 3 
diſhonor and grief to the church of God, a ſtymb- 
ling block. to the enquirer, and the means of harden- 
ing the infidel. Such a miniſter will unavoidabh 
and deſervedly fink into contempt ; and no man who 
is not as bad as himſelf but muſt and will deſpiſe him, 
Thirdly, I now come to advance ſome arguments to 
| Inforce upon thoſe, who have views to the work of 
the miniſtry, a due regard to the advice of the apoſtle; 
which may ſerve as an application of the whole. And 
Firſt, Beſides what. has been ſaid, that this is/the 
way to preſerve them from contempt and diſgrace, | 
would add, in order to engage ſuch to aſpire after this 
amiable character to be examples to believers, conf: 
der ſeriouſſy, that the praiſe and glory of your dear Lori 
and Maſter demands it of you. That the name of God and 
his Son be not blaſphemed, you ſhould call to mind, 
Math. v. 14, &c. that ye are the light of the world. 
A city that is ſet on an hill cannot be hid, neither 

do men light a candle, and put it under a buſhe}; 
but on a candleſtick, and it giveth light unto all tha 
are in the houſe. Let your light ſo ſhine before men, 


| that they may ſee your poop works, and glorify you 
F 
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Father which is in besten Vour views to the miniſ. 
ry, and your entrance upon that office, imply that 
you know the will of God, that you. approve the 


things that are excellent, that you ought to be a guide 


of the blind, a light to them which are in 'darknefs, an 
inſtructor of the fooliſh. You therefore which delign. 
to teach others ſhould alſo teach yourſelves, and be an 
example to the believers, or elſe, through breaking 


the law, you will diſhonor God, and his name will be . 
blaſphemed through you. 52 
Secondly, Miniſters ſhould be elde to the be- 


lievers, becauſe their own honor and uſe efulneſs require 
it of them * that ſo their doctrine and conduct may cor- 
reſpond; that the pulpit and the life may harmonize, 


and the preaching and praftice anſwer each other; ; 


that ſo they may commend themſelves to every. .man's 


conſcience in the fight of God, by renouncitig the hid- 
den things of diſhoneſty, and giving no lende in any 
thing that the miniſtry be not blamed. 4 


When the ſons of Eli become ſons of Belial, and 
know not the Lord, their fin is' very great before the 


Lord: for men will be under a temptation to abhor 
the offering of the Lord, yes and the offerers alſo 


will be deſervedly expoſed to contempt, Mal. ii. 8, 9. 
But ye have departed out of the way, ye have cute 
many to ſtumble at the law, ye have corrupted the co- 
venant of Levi, ſaith the Lord of hoſts, ye have not 


kept my ways, but have been partial in the law, there- 


fore have I made Ly conteniprible and baſe dan | 


the people. 
The "wn and edification of thoſe you may bo 
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called to preach to, depends upon, and is highly con- 
cerned in your being an example to them. When 
the deſign of the miniſtry. is exemplified in the conduct 


of thoſe who preach, it is more likely to be a ſavour 


of life unto life; and the exhortations of him, whoſe 
life preaches, will have a peculiar cogency and force. 
For he may then ſay brethren be ye followers of me, 
and mark them which walk ſo, as ye have us for an 
example, Phil. iii. 17. And finally brethren, thoſe 
things which you have both learned, and received, 


and heard, and ſeen in me, do: and the God of 


peace ſhall be with you. 

_ Thirdly, If you would be the joy and honor of tho 
thurches which firſt gave encouragement to you in your Views 
40 the miniſtry, tried your gilts, approved them, and 


Called you to preach the goſpel, be examples to the 


believers in all your future conduct and miniſtry. You 
will, in doing this, reflect an honor upon them, give 
them the greateſt pleaſure, and they will have cauſe 


to glorify God on your behalf. But if it ſhould be 


otherwiſe ! (which God forbid) what reproach to your: 
ſelves ! and what grief to thoſe who are ſo affeQtionate- 
ly concerned for your reputation and uſefulneſs ! 
Fourthly, If you wiſh 40 be the honor and joy of your 
tutors, be examples to the believers in your future 
conduct and converſation. You are witneſſes of the 


tender and feeling concern they have for you, in their 


| fervent applications to God on your behalf, in the 


important and affettionate inſtructions they give you, 


and in their warmeſt wiſhes for your growing holt: 


nels and future uſefulneſs. | 
Your 


n 
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Your diligence and application, your improvement 
and progreſs in uſeful learning, while under their 1 im- 
mediate care, will give them pleaſure and reflect an 


honor upon them; but nothing will give them ſo much 


ſatisfaction, as to hear that you are examples to the 
believers in word, in converſation, in 1 in ſpi- 
rit, in faith, in purity. 

Fifthly, Are you deſirous ſo to aft as to give plea- 
fs and joy to thoſe who have ſo nobly and gene- 
rouſly contributed to furniſh out the neceſſary means 
for your improvement in literature, and to ſupport 
you while you are in the purſuit of it? Be you then 
examples to the believers; cultivate in yourſelves, 
and promote in others, the ſpirit of the goſpel : with- 
out this, whatever improvements you may make in 
learning, or what right ſoever you may have to the re- 
putation of being ſcholars, yet, without this remember 
you can have no right to be called the diſciples of je- 
ſus or faithful miniſters of the goſpel of Chriſt. And 
with ſorrow, will your generous friends Teflett, that 
their chief end has not been / anſwered reſꝑecting 
you. 

Sixthly, Are you willing, and ſolicitous, to ſupport 
the honor and credit of this well deſigned inſtitution, 
to remove the prejudices, and effectually anſwer the 
objections of thoſe, who neither ſee its uſefulneſs, nor 
with its proſperity ? Be you examples then to the be- 
lievers; ſet out with this in your view; and wherever 
your future lives and labours may be diſpoſed of by 
the all-wiſe providence of God, let this be ever attend- 


ed to by you. And in fo doing you will give Jull 


Ca | | proof, 


1 
f 
| 
| 
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contained in the ſcriptures of truth, that you have 
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1 EC, that you are really converted 155 he grace of 


God, that you have a ſpiritual knowledge of whatis 


had a diſpenſation from God to preach the goſpel of 
his grace, and to make known to men the unſearchable 


riches of Chriſt; making it appear, that you are apt to 


teach, having love to your work and delight in it; 
while the call of the church and its approbation, give 


you reaſon to hope this is the ſphere, in which the 


great head of it deſigned you to move. And in being 
thus an example to the believers, you will ſhow at once, 


that your views are right, and your converſation be. 


coming the goſpel of Chriſt, And thus having what is 
conteſt and acknowledged, on all hands, to be the 
eſſential qualifications of a goſpel miniſter, it muſt ap- 


pear not a little abſurd and unreaſonable for any to 
; objett to your fitneſs for that work and office, merely 
; becauſe you have had an opportunity to improve your 


talents for public uſefulneſs, by enjoying the benefit of 
this inſtitution. 


Seventhly, If you deſivn, or wiſh to give joy and hb 
ſure to your fellow-laborers in the work of the miniſtry, 
be you examples to the believers. They are ready to 
ſay to you, as Paul to Philemon, Brethren, let us have 
joy of you in the Lord; refreſh our bowels in the 


Lord. And like John, as he wrote to his well⸗ 


beloved Gaius, They will rejoice greatly if the bre- 


thbren can, and do teſtify of the truth that is in you, 


and that you walk in the truth. For they can have 
no greater joy than to hear that you thus walk. But 
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che contrary will be to them matter of 3 
ſorrow. and grief, 1 | 
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Zighthly. Tn Sid ub moe. Themen «ads 
of your own ſouls ſtand conneRed with your being ” 


examples to the believers. If your diſpoſuion and 
conduct ſhould (which God forbid ! be the \teverſe 
of what has been recommended, how uncem- 
fortable muſt be your courle, and how dreadful 


the end of it! Matt. xxiv. 48, But if that wicked | 
ſervant ſhall ſay in his heart, my Lord delayeth = 


his coming, and ſhall begin to ſmite his fellow- 
ſervants, and eat and drink with the drunken ; 
the Lord of that ſervant ſhall come in a day 
when he looketh not for him, and in an hour 
that he is not aware of, and ſhall cut him in 
ſunder, and ſhall appoint him His portion with the. 
hypocrites. There ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing 
of teeth. To which I may add what is ſaid, Mate. 
vii. 22, 23. Many will ſay to me in that day, 
Lord, Lord, have we not propheſied in thy name, 


and in thy name have caſt out devils, and in thy . 


name done many wonderful works ? And then 
will I profeſs unto them, I never knew you. Depart 
from me ye that work iniquity. But I can truly 
ſay with the apoſtle (Heb. vi. 9.) That J am per- 
ſuaded better things of you, and things that accom- 
pany ſalvation, though I thus ſpeak. And if you are 


thus enabled to take heed to your miniſtry, and thus 


to be an example to the believers in word, in conver- 
ſation, in charity, in ſpirit, in faith, in purity, 
| the 
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the inward” peace and comfort of your own 
minds muſt be great, it will be an evidence of the 
change of your hearts, of the ſafety of your 
Rate, and you will then aſſuredly ſhare the bleſſedneſ 
of that ſervant, whom his Lord ſhall find ſo doing, 
and ſhall l undoubtedly enter into his everlaſting j joy. 
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